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Orland School District 135 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 
(Varied) 

 

Monday, October 19, 2015, 6:00 p.m. 

High Point School 

14825 West Ave., Orland Park, Illinois 

 

 

Minutes 
 

A meeting of the Committee of the Whole of Orland School District 135 was held on 

Monday, October 19, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at High Point School, 14825 West Ave., Orland 

Park, Illinois. Notice of the meeting was emailed to members of the Board and to news 

media on Thursday, September 10, 2015. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. Present: 
 

Committee/Board Members: Dr. Laura Berry, Sandra Kulak, Michael Maratea, Angie Sexton, 

Dave Shalabi 

Absent: Greg Okon 

Administrators: Supt. Dr. Janet Stutz, Asst. Supt. Dr. Lynn Zeder, Asst. Supt. John Bryk, 

Curriculum Director Dave Snyder, Asst. Curriculum Director Brian Fogarty, 

Finance Director Carl Forn, Communications Director Jen Beshansky, 

Technology Director Dan Doogan, Risk Management and Safety Director Jerry 

Hughes, Board Treasurer Jan Prieto-McCarthy. 

Also Present: 
 

Pat Guinane, TribLocal 

Sue Kuligoski, Principal, Park School 

Rebecca Schmitt, resident 

Don Seropian, District Office 

Nancy Stachura, High Point School 

Meghan Stephens, Park 

 
BOARD MEMBER DISCUSSIONS – Non-Agenda Items: None 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

Transportation Update: Dr. Stutz reported that the District is now nine weeks into the school year, 

and that transportation issues have been significantly reduced, with only a few issues occurring 

due to substitute drivers receiving unfamiliar routes. It was explained that a driver shortage 

remains a nationwide concern. Due to this concern and the significant transportation issues with 

Student Transportation of America (STA), the Administration is requesting a consensus to move 

forward with seeking options to bid other responsible vendors to provide transportation services 

beginning the 2016-17 school year. It was noted that the District would consider multiple bus 

companies to handle the District’s needs. Following discussion, the Board consented to such. 

 



Orland School District 135 Minutes • Committee of the Whole 

  October 19, 2015 • Page 2 

 
2015-16 Comm. Whole Meeting Schedule: The Board reviewed scheduled plans for Committee of 

the Whole meetings anticipated to occur throughout this school year. The schedule is outlined 

within the Routine Agenda Items document that was provided to the Board and placed on the 

District website.  

 

Board Self-Evaluation & Goal Setting Workshop: The Board discussed planning for a workshop 

after the Board vacancy has been filled. Dr. Stutz suggested to have the workshop conducted by 

Jim Burgett, a nationally acclaimed presenter who provides services in several educational 

professional development facets, including Board training, and is president of The Burgett 

Group. Following discussion, the Board consented to seek Mr. Burgett’s availability on either 

January 19 or 20, 2016, from 5-8 p.m. 

 

Full-Day Kindergarten: Discussion was held regarding final preparations for next year’s full-day 

kindergarten program. Registration for both full- and half-day programs will be held this 

November at each of the primary buildings to allow families the opportunity to see their child’s 

school. Advertising for registration has been sent out throughout the community via fliers, 

website, and e-blast text to District 135 parents. Translators specializing in Spanish, Arabic and 

Polish will be in place at each primary building to provide registration assistance for families. 
 

Upon review of the flier, it was suggested to have it revised to clarify that both half-and full-day 

programs will be offered in the District. It will be reiterated that early registration is imperative 

for the child to be placed in their home school. Class sizes and geo codes will be closely monitored 

throughout the registration process. If classes reach capacity, it may become necessary to place 

students outside of their home school. 
 

In terms of space improvements, the kindergarten classroom renovations within each primary 

building are on time and under budget. Prairie’s renovations are complete. Several building 

improvements at Park are underway, including a redesign of some classrooms to increase class 

space, reclaiming the computer lab as the new art room, and relocating the entranceway and a 

larger parent trap to offer easier building access and improved safety measures. 
 

In addition, preparations are in place to implement learning walls within five kindergarten 

classrooms at Centennial. A motion to approve construction of these learning walls will be 

brought before the Board later this evening. It was noted that the District’s Maintenance Team 

will install the learning walls, providing considerable savings to the District. 
 

The Kindergarten Committee continues collaboration efforts to design an enriched curriculum 

for the full-day program that complements the strong balance of the half-day program. 

Discussions include integrating play-learning modules within the curriculum. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business at this time, Ms. Sexton moved (Ms. Kulak seconded) that the 

meeting be adjourned. Voice vote: five ayes, no nays. Absent: Mr. Okon. Motion carried 

(6:48 p.m.). 
 

/jo 


